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Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 

held Monday, September 16, 2013, at 7:00 P.M.  

in the Council Chambers, 11 North 3
rd

 Street, 

Jacksonville Beach, Florida.  
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor Charlie Latham called the meeting to order. 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

 

Invocation was by Mayor Pro-Tem Tom Taylor; followed by the Salute to the Flag.   

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Mayor: Charlie Latham 

 

Council Members: Keith Doherty Steve Hartkemeyer Christine Hoffman 

 Tom Taylor Phil Vogelsang Jeanell Wilson  

 

Also present was City Manager George Forbes, City Department Directors, Assistant City Clerk Nancy Pyatte, 

and Senior Secretary Cathy Martinich. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, and passed, to approve the following minutes, as 

presented: 

 

 Council Workshop held August 28, 2013 

 Regular City Council Meeting held September 3, 2013 

 Special City Council Meeting held September 4, 2013 

 Special City Council Meeting held September 9, 2013 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Latham 

 

 Mayor Latham attended his first Transportation Planning Organization last Thursday.  He is replacing 

Mayor Borno as the Beaches Representative.  He said this is a very important organization for all three 

beaches and he is grateful to Mayor Borno for his leadership on the TPO.   

 

 Mayor Latham said that last week he, Mayor Borno and Mayor Pruette signed pledges to “Not Text and 

Drive”.  He said beginning October texting while driving becomes a violation of Florida law.  Statistics 

show you are three times more likely to have an accident driving while texting than driving under the 

influence.   Mayor Latham explained that points are automatically assessed on the license if one is 

texting and driving.  He further explained that State Law Enforcement agencies will have instant access 

to cell phone accounts for proof of texting.  He highly recommended that people look over the “I Can 

Wait” pledge on line and sign it. 

 

 Mayor Latham, Mayor Borno and Mayor Pruette attended the flag dedication ceremony for American 

Legion Post 129.  The 70
th
 anniversary of the post was also celebrated. 
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 Mayor Latham congratulated the Fletcher High School football team for their fourth consecutive win 

over Sandalwood High School. 

 

 COURTESY OF THE FLOOR TO VISITORS 

 

 MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

 

 CITY CLERK  
 

 CITY MANAGER 

 

(a) Approve the Monthly Financial Report – Month of August 2013 

 

Motion: It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve the Monthly 

Financial Report as presented. 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Forbes explained he is required to give a monthly report to the City Council about  the 

City’s financial status.  He said the city is in excellent financial condition and has   gone 

the through the recession well. 

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes: Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

(b) Approve Contracts, Effective January 1, 2014, with: 

 

 Florida Blue for Medical Insurance 

 MetLife for Dental Insurance 

 Advantica for Voluntary Vision Insurance 

 Allstate for GAP Care, Accidental & Critical Illness and Individual Voluntary Benefits 

 Discovery Benefits for Flexible Spending Administration 

 Health Designs for Wellness Services 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve the contracts with  

 Florida Blue, MetLife, Advantica, Allstate for employee health, dental, vision and 

supplemental insurance.  Also approve contracts with Discovery Benefits and Health Designs 

for flexible spending administration and wellness services as stated in the memorandum, 

dated August 9, 2013, by Human Resources Director Karen Nelson. 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Forbes referred to the slides that showed details of the proposed insurance plan.  Mr. 

Forbes said that Florida Blue is the recommendation the committee has made and that this 

package is much better than the current Cigna agreement. 

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

(c) Approval of the Memorandum of Understanding Setting Forth a Process and Parameters to 

Determine the Feasibility of Entering into a Lease Agreement with Grunthal & Schueth Properties, 

Inc., to Lease Approximately 9,200 Sq. Feet of city-owned Property Adjacent to Water Treatment 

Plant #1 on South 4
th
 Street for Additional Off-street Parking. 
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This would be for the Redevelopment of the Vacant Gas Station at the Southwest Corner of Beach 

and A1A. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve the Memorandum        

of Understanding between Grunthal & Schueth Properties, Inc. and the City of Jacksonville 

Beach to determine the feasibility of leasing city-owned land on South 4
th
 Street for use as 

additional off-street parking.  The Parking would be used for a proposed redevelopment of the 

vacant gas station at the southwest corner of Beach Boulevard and South 3
rd

 Street (SR A1A). 

 

Speakers: 

 

 John Galarneau, 2002 Grove Street, Jacksonville Beach, FL  

 Mr. Galarneau spoke against leasing the property and is in favor of selling the property, 

putting it back on the tax rolls. 

 

Mr. Forbes referred to the slides showing the properties in the discussion.  He stated 

that it was not advisable to sell the property because of its strategic location to the 

City’s Water Plant.  He discussed the parking and stormwater responsibilities that 

would be required by the developers.   

 

 Buzzy Grunthal, of Grunthal & Schueth Properties, 459 Ocean Boulevard, Atlantic 

Beach, FL 

Mr. Grunthal explained the proposed use for the property.  Mr. Grunthal stated 

development would not include Gas Station/Convenience store, beverage store for off-

premises consumption, or a Dollar Store.  He distributed two proposed developments to 

the Council Members (on file) and said there is no tenant currently in place for the 

property and closing was scheduled for November 15
th
.  He discussed the proposals, 

answered questions from Council Members, and said that at this time the vote is to enter 

into an understanding, not to make any final decisions. 

 

Mr. Lindorff explained the parking and code requirements.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the proposal and development possibilities. 

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Taylor, Vogelsang, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, and Mayor Latham 

Nays:  Wilson 

Motion carried 6 to 1. 

 

(d)   Award Bid Number 1213-13 for the Purchase of Wire and Cable 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve Bid Number 1213-13, 

Items 1, 2, and 3 to Gresco Utility Supply, Inc. as described in a memo from Roy Trotter 

dated September 4, 2013, and titled “Wire and Cable Bid – 12 to 36 Months Requirement.”  

This bid award is for a period of one year with the City Manager having the authority to 

renew the bid for two additional one year extensions. 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Forbes said the bid is for wire used in the daily activity of Beaches Energy Services, 

for our distribution system. 

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 
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(e) Approve the Purchase of a Cemetery Software System from Pontem Software 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to authorize the purchase of the 

Pontem Software system as explained in the memorandum from the Finance Officer dated 

September 12, 2013. 

 

Discussion: Mr. Forbes explained that currently the cemetery records are still paper records.  

                    Scanning of the cemetery documents is in progress, but the new software is necessary 

                    for record documentation.  The system is compatible with the City’s GIS system and 

                    will be linked to it, allowing for easy location of lots and on line searches.  A 

                    temporary part-time employee will scan the back log of documents and the Parks 

                    and Recreation employees will scan the documents going forward.   

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

(a) RESOLUTION NO. 1918-2013 

 

Mayor Latham requested that Resolution No. 1918-2013, be read by title; whereupon Ms. Pyatte read 

the following: 

 

“A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE OPERATING BUDGET OF THE CITY OF 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA FOR THE FISCAL PERIOD BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 

2012, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2013.  BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA THAT:  THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FUNCTIONS, AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS OF THE 

CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL PERIOD BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2012 AND 

ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2103 BE AMENDED.” 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Resolution 1918-2013 

adopt the year-end budget adjustment. 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Forbes referred to the slides outlining the budget adjustment funds and detailed the 

items he recommended the Council to restrict.  Mayor Latham said that the City staff 

manages the Capital Improvements Program very well.  

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

(a) ORDINANCE NO.  2013-8031 – FIRST READING – PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Mayor Latham requested that Ordinance No. 2013-8031, be read by title; whereupon Ms. Pyatte read 

the following: 
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“AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT: PUD DISTRICT 

WITHIN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, AS PROVIDED UNDER THE 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 34, OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF SAID CITY”. 

 

Mayor Latham read the following statement for the record: 

 

“This ordinance for the rezoning of property is before this Council for a public hearing and 

consideration on its first reading.  Under the laws of the State of Florida, an application for the rezoning 

of property is handled as a ‘quasi-judicial’ proceeding.  A quasi-judicial proceeding means that a 

governing body is now functioning in a manner similar to a court with the Mayor and Council sitting as 

impartial decision makers hearing testimony and questioning presenters, who are to provide substantial 

and competent evidence to support their side of the issue.  It is the duty of the Council to arrive at sound 

decisions regarding the use of property within the City.  This includes receiving citizen input regarding 

the proposed use on the neighborhood, especially where the input is fact-based and not a simple 

expression of opinion. 

 

It is the applicant’s burden to demonstrate that their application is consistent with the Land 

Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan.  If the applicant is successful in showing consistency, 

then it is up to the local government to produce competent, substantial evidence of record that the 

application should be denied.  The Council’s decision on a rezoning application is based on the criteria 

set forth in Section 34-211 of the Land Development Code.  Each member of the Council has been 

provided a copy of the criteria. 

 

In addition, the Council has received a copy of the application and the staff and Planning Commission 

reports on this rezoning request. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Latham opened the public hearing on Ordinance No. 2013-8031 and asked if the applicant or 

their agent was present and if they would like to make a presentation. 

 

Speaker:   

 

 Applicant, Josh Wolsey, 4321 Tradewinds Drive, Jacksonville, 32250 

Mr. Wolsey, attorney with RogersTowers representing Richmond American Homes, 

addressed the Council. He discussed the plans to develop the 9.9 acre vacant parcel, 

into a 59 lot subdivision that is currently zoned RS-1, and request a rezoning to a PUD.  

Plans are to abandon the current alley ways and streets, with new streets which would 

be rededicated to the City, and prevent drive through traffic.  He discussed the details of 

street construction, relocation of the traffic light, recreation areas, and described the 

increased buffer of trees between residents on Palm Way and the development.  Mr. 

Wolsey said the Planning Commission has already unanimously approved the PUD and 

noted the increased property taxes would benefit the City. 

Speakers: 

 

The following people spoke in opposition: 

 

 Charles Nitzel; 4083 Grande Boulevard, Jacksonville Beach, FL 
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 Ms. Kathleen Gall; 4059 Palm Way, Jacksonville Beach, FL  

Ms. Gall gave a handout to Council Members of her concerns (on file) 

 

Speakers:  

 

The following people spoke in favor: 

 

 C. Ann Freudenthal; 4021 Palm Way, Jacksonville Beach, FL 

 

 L. Scott Freudenthal; 4021 Palm Way, Jacksonville Beach, FL 

 

 Mr. Forbes explained that this property is already platted.  He stated the main issue is to develop 

the property as platted, or as a new PUD.   He said the buffered space planned between Palm 

Way and the plans for the new subdivision vastly improves the area.  He showed slides of the 

area, discussed open spaces, barriers, and reviewed some of the requirements of the homes in 

the development.  Mr. Forbes referred to the current drainage and stated that the developer must 

review and pay the cost of drainage and runoff, making sure it is adequate. 

 

 Thomas Inman, 2795 Riverwood Lane, Jacksonville, FL  

Mr. Inman, Chief Engineer on the project, addressed the drainage plans.  He explained that they 

have worked with the City and residents addressing their concerns.  He stated that the 

infrastructure is conceptual at this time; with Council approval then the detailed design process 

will begin. 

 

 Mr. Wolsey stated that even if the Council Members approve this ordinance, the City and St. 

Johns River Water Management must be assured the stormwater and drainage will be approved. 

 

There being no further speakers, Mayor Latham closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Ex-Parte Communications 

 

Mayor Latham read the following statement for the record: 

 

“Before requesting a motion on this ordinance, beginning with myself, each of the members is requested 

to indicate for the record both the names of persons and the substance of any ex- parte communications 

regarding this application.  An ex-parte communication refers to any meeting or discussion with a 

person or citizen who may have an interest in this decision, which occurred outside of the public hearing 

process.” 

 

Mayor Latham asked if the City Clerk’s Office had received any additional written communications; 

Ms. Pyatte responded no. 

 

Mayor Latham stated that he had not received any ex-parte communications and requested that the City 

Clerk poll the Council members, as follows: 

 

 Mr. Doherty stated he met with Josh Wolsey and T. R. Haneline and had a brief reviewed 

the site plan.   

 Mr. Hartkemeyer - None  

 Ms. Hoffman stated on August 2, 2013, had coffee with T. R. Haneline and Josh Wolsey; 

discussed changes to the site plan based on the feedback from residents.  
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 Mr. Taylor stated he discussed plans with City staff.   

 Mr. Vogelsang stated he spoke with T. R. Haneline and Josh Wolsey; discussed changes to 

the site plan accommodating resident’s requests.  

 Ms. Wilson stated she traded phone calls but never spoke to anyone about the project. 

 Mayor Latham – None    

 

Mayor Latham asked for a motion on the application. 

 

Motion: It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-

8031, as read by title only, establishing a Planned Unit Development: PUD zoning district, 

pursuant to Chapter 34 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jacksonville Beach.  

 

Mayor Latham read the following statement for the record: 

 

“Before opening the floor for discussion or questions by the Council, please be reminded that our 

decision will be based on the criteria set forth in the Land Development Code, and the Council is 

required to approve a clear statement of specific findings of fact stating the basis upon which such facts 

were determined and the decision was made.” 

 

Ms. Wilson stated she understood the concerns of the citizens and is encouraged that the developer 

will address the drainage issues and that the PUD will be a pleasant neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Taylor complemented Richmond American Homes and the City staff; speaking as a contractor, 

he appreciates the concerns of the residents. This community will be an asset to the City of 

Jacksonville Beach. 

 

Mr. Doherty said he is impressed with the project and appreciates that the developer is aware of the 

residents’ concerns and their willingness to work with them.  He acknowledged traffic might be a 

concern, but the developer has a good plan for the roads.  The drainage issues remain to be seen, 

but with due diligence all demands will be met.  This land benefits the City financially and 

aesthetically.   

 

Mayor Latham said he is in favor of this project.  There were three clear considerations he pointed 

out: increased tax revenue for the City, improved traffic patterns, and the tree barrier that was 

widened to accommodate the neighboring residents.  He asked the developer and staff to be aware 

of the drainage issues, the vibrating compactors, flooding on Palm Way and that the traffic issues 

are addressed. 

 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, and Mayor 

Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

(b) ORDINANCE NO.  2013-8032 – FIRST READING 

 

Mayor Latham requested that Ordinance No. 2013-8032, be read by title; whereupon Ms. Pyatte read 

the following: 

 

“AN ORDINANCE VACATING, DISCONTINUING, ABANDONING AND 

CLOSING PORTIONS OF CERTAIN PUBLIC ALLEYS AND CERTAIN 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY KNOWN AS POINCIANA BOULEVARD 

AND TROPICAL TERRACE LOCATED IN OCEAN TERRACE 

SUBDIVISION, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE 2 OF THE 

CURRENT PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA.” 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-

8032, as read by title only, vacating, discontinuing, abandoning and closing portions of 

certain public alleys and certain public right-of-way known as Poinciana Boulevard and 

Tropical Terrace, located in Ocean Terrace subdivision, as recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 2, 

of the current public records of Duval County, Florida, as described in the memorandum 

from Bill Mann, Senior Planner. 

 

Discussion: Mr. Forbes explained this ordinance is in regard to the new subdivision in Ocean Terrace.  

In order to develop the new subdivision the existing streets must be vacated and then the 

property replat can be done according to the PUD previously discussed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business coming before the Council, Mayor Latham adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Cathy M. Martinich  

 City Clerk’s Office 

 

  

 

 

    Approval: 

 

 

    /s/William C. Latham   

    William C. Latham, Mayor 

 

     Date:  October 7, 2013   


