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Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 

held Monday, August 4, 2014, at 7:00 P.M.  

in the Council Chambers, 11 North 3
rd

 Street, 

Jacksonville Beach, Florida.  

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor Charles Latham called the meeting to order. 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

 

Invocation was by Council Member Taylor; followed by the Salute to the Flag.   

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Mayor: William C.  Latham 

 

Council Members: Keith Doherty Steve Hartkemeyer Christine Hoffman  

 Tom Taylor Phil Vogelsang Jeanell Wilson  

 

Also present were City Manager George Forbes and City Clerk Judy Bullock. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, and passed, to approve the following 

minutes, as presented: 

 

 Regular City Council Meeting held July 21, 2014 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Council Member Tom Taylor – 

 

 Mr. Taylor expressed his gratitude for the cards and prayers regarding the death of his father. 

 He attended the Police Department’s Fishing Rodeo and announced that it was a great success. 

 Mr. Taylor added that the management and staff of the Pier had established a very successful 

relationship with the surfers that had not happened in the past.  He explained that lockers have 

been provided for the surfers personal items and in return, they surf 200 feet from the pier. 

 

Mayor Latham – 

 

 Mayor Latham stated, on July 24, 2014, The Florida Times Union newspaper reported that the 

U.S. Department of the Interior had authorized oil companies to start exploration efforts on the 

Atlantic Coast from Delaware to Cape Canaveral.  He advised that he had received e-mails 

requesting additional information, so he contacted Congressman Ander Crenshaw’s Chief of 
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Staff.  Their office will provide additional information, which will be made available to 

concerned citizens. 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR TO VISITORS 
 

Speakers: 
 

 James F. Overby, 21 Burling Way, Jacksonville Beach 
 

Mr. Overby addressed the Council concerning the current sign ordinance. 

  

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

 

(a) Presentation of Resolution of Esteem to William “Bill” Hillegass 

  

Mayor Latham read and presented the award to Mr. Hillegass in appreciation for his service 

on the Community Redevelopment Agency. 

 

CITY CLERK  
 

CITY MANAGER 

 

(a) Authorize the Execution of Closing Documents to Finalize Purchase of Real Property on 

the East Side of 6
th

 Street South, Near 16
th

 Avenue South. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to authorize the 

Mayor and City Manager to execute the closing documents to finalize the purchase 

of the real property described as Lot 21 and a portion of the abandoned right-of-

way lying easterly as recorded, Block 5, Sea Side Park Subdivision, Jacksonville 

Beach, Florida, as explained in the memorandum from the Public Works Director, 

dated July 4, 2014. 

 

 Mr. Forbes explained, in 2012 Council authorized the purchase of six lots in this area to help 

relieve flooding issues for the existing homes.  He advised that the land being purchased is 

marsh and if the lots were developed, the flooding problems in the area would worsen.  This 

lot will be the fourth one the City has purchased. 

 

 Ms. Wilson stated that she is not in favor of the City purchasing properties, and that she 

would rather spend the funds to remedy the problem.  She also expressed her concerns 

regarding mosquitos and snakes from the property if it is not cleared and fenced. 

 

 Mr. Doherty said that he is not in favor of the City purchasing properties and advised that the 

land already purchased should be cleared for stormwater retention and fenced. 

 

 Mayor Latham advised that he supports the project and added, if the City does not purchase 

the lots, they still should not be developed. 
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 Mr. Vogelsang asked what the City has done with the other three properties that have been 

purchased. 

 

 Mr. Forbes responded that nothing has been or should be done.  The property is a marsh, and 

it should remain a marsh. 

 

 Public Works Director Ty Edwards advised that there was a lawsuit some years ago regarding 

flooding issues.  He added, if the land is developed, it would force floodwater into the 

existing homes.  Mr. Edwards strongly recommended purchase of the properties. 

 

 Mr. Doherty made a motion to table the issue to allow staff to make a plan of action for the 

properties.  The motion died due to lack of a second. 

 

Roll call vote on original motion:  Ayes - Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, and 

Mayor Latham. 

  Nays - Doherty and Wilson. 

  Motion carried by a 5 to 2 vote. 

  

 (b) Authorize the City to Renew the Agreement with Other Water Utilities to Continue the 

Assessment of Groundwater Resource Sustainability in Northeast Florida. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to authorize the City 

Manager to execute the Memorandum of Agreement between the City of 

Jacksonville Beach and other Northeast Florida Water Utilities to Assess 

Groundwater Resource Sustainability, as described in the memorandum from the 

Public Works Director, dated July 8, 2014. 

 

Mr. Forbes explained that the Council had approved the City joining with other water utilities 

via a memorandum of agreement.  The agreement allows the utilities to combine resources 

for technical consultants and legal support services.  The current agreement will expire on 

September 30, 2014.  The proposed extension of the agreement is for three years. 

 

 Roll call vote: Ayes - Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, and 

Mayor Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

(c) Award RFP No. 10-1314 for Tower Sites Utilization to the Highest Ranked Respondent 

Steel In The Air, Inc. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to award RFP No. 10-

1314 for Tower Sites Utilization to the highest ranked respondent, Steel in the Air, 

Inc. 

 

Mr. Forbes advised that the City owns and manages sites utilized for commercial 

telecommunications equipment.  An RFP was issued to evaluate the existing tower sites and 

provide recommendations that will improve the utilization of the sites.  The RFP will also 
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include new communication services seeking tower space and industry trends as technology 

changes. 

 

He added that the City receives approximately $230,000 in revenue from the tower sites 

annually. 

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, and 

Mayor Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

(d) Approve a Draw from the Federal Equitable Sharing Fund for Police Officer Overtime 

Expenses for Crime Prevention and Community Relations Programs. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve a draw of 

$17,100 from the Federal Equitable Sharing Fund to expend funds as described in a 

July 24, 2014, memorandum from Police Chief Dooley entitled, “Draw from 

Federal Equitable Sharing Fund for “Police Officer Overtime for Crime Prevention 

and Community Relations Programs.” 

 

Speaker: 
 

 John Galarneau, 2002 Grove Street, Jacksonville Beach 

Mr. Galarneau spoke in favor of the use of the funds. 

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Taylor, Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, and 

Mayor Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

(e) Approve a Draw from Law Enforcement Trust Fund for Crime Prevention Programs, 

Continued Funding for Part-time Police Volunteer Coordinator, and Police Department 

Challenge Coins. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve a draw of 

$36,260 from the Law Enforcement Trust Fund to expend, as described in a July 

24, 2014, memorandum from the Police Chief entitled, “Draw from Law 

Enforcement Trust Fund for Crime Prevention Programs, Continued Funding for 

Part-time Police Volunteer Coordinator, and Police Department Challenge Coins.” 

 

Mr. Forbes advised that the monies come from state seizures and not from taxpayers. 

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Vogelsang, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, and 

Mayor Latham; motion carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
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ORDINANCES 

 

(a) ORDINANCE NO.  2014-8059 – First Reading 

 

 Mayor Latham requested that the City Clerk read Ordinance No. 2014-8059, by title only; 

whereupon Ms. Bullock read the following: 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER III, “ELECTIONS”, 

SECTION 16.  “REGULATION OF ELECTIONS”, OF THE CHARTER 

OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, TO DELEGATE 

CANVASSING DUTIES IN CITY ELECTIONS TO THE DUVAL 

COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 

CONSISTENCY WITH STATE ELECTION LAWS; PROVIDING FOR A 

REFERENDUM QUESTION; PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION DATE; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 

ALL ORDINANCES OR SEGMENTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 2014-8059, delegating the Canvassing Duties for the City of Jacksonville 

Beach Municipal Elections, to the Duval County Canvassing Board, to be 

consistent with the State of Florida Election Laws, on its first reading. 

 

Mr. Forbes explained that this ordinance is for a referendum to be included on the November 

4, 2014, election ballot.  He advised if passed, the City Charter Amendment would make the 

City conform to State Election Laws.  

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Vogelsang, and 

Mayor Latham; motion carried unanimously.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business coming before the Council, Mayor Latham adjourned the meeting at 

7:17 p.m. to a Workshop on the South Beach Parkway traffic safety/congestion reduction project. 

 

Submitted by: Judy L. Bullock  

 CITY CLERK 

   

    Approval: 

 

 

    /s/William C. Latham  

    William C. Latham, MAYOR 

      

     Date:  August 18, 2014  


