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Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 

held Tuesday, September 2, 2014, at 7:00 P.M.  

in the Council Chambers, 11 North 3
rd

 Street, 

Jacksonville Beach, Florida.  

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor Charles Latham called the meeting to order. 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

 

Following a moment of silence in remembrance of City Employee John Birch, the invocation was by 

Council Member Taylor; which was followed by the Salute to the Flag.   

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Mayor: William C.  Latham 

 

Council Members: Keith Doherty Steve Hartkemeyer Christine Hoffman  

 Tom Taylor Phil Vogelsang (absent) Jeanell Wilson  

 

Also present were City Manager George Forbes, City Attorney Susan Erdelyi, and City Clerk Judy 

Bullock. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, and passed, to approve the following 

minutes, as presented: 
 

 City Council Budget Workshop held August 11, 2014 

 City Council Budget Workshop held August 12, 2014 

 Regular City Council Meeting held August 18, 2014 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Council Member Chris Hoffman – 
 

 On Wednesday, September 10, 2014, the Beaches Museum will hold a 50
th

 Anniversary Exhibit 

for Hurricane Dora. 

 

Mayor Latham – 
 

 A phone call was received from a resident of Ocean Cay regarding traffic engineering for the 

new Ocean Terrace subdivision.  Mayor Latham stated that caller did not provide any contact 

information so he decided to respond publicly: 
 

Many of the initial plans have changed, due to the data provided by the traffic engineering 

study.  Because of the recommended changes, an announced public meeting was held on 



Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 

held Tuesday, September 2, 2014 

 

CC 140902min  Page 2 of 6 

August 4, 2014, with the Traffic Engineer present to review the traffic study results and 

recommended changes.  Some of the changes were contrary to what the Mayor and 

Councilmembers had mentioned publicly, prior to the engineering study.  Following review of 

the study, the floor was opened for public comment and four persons addressed the Council 

concerning the newly proposed recommendation.   
 

For anyone who is interested, the traffic engineering study and recommendations are on the 

City’s website, under the August 4, 2014 Workshop Agenda and the minutes from the meeting 

are available to the public under the August 4, 2014, Workshop Minutes.  Mayor Latham 

encouraged anyone that might have concerns or questions to contact him, their district council 

member, or the Planning & Development Department. 
 

 A media event was held on Thursday, August 21, 2104, by Kurtis Loftis and the Deck the 

Chairs team, to announce some of the changes to this year’s event.  Last year there were twenty 

chairs and twenty sponsors, this year the goal is forty chairs, with forty sponsors.  He added 

that the plans are very exciting, and it is hoped that Jacksonville Beach will become a 

Christmas Destination for Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia. 
 

 Mayor Latham advised that he had distributed a green bracelet to council members to show 

support of Kate Amato, a nine-year-old Jacksonville Beach resident that is suffering from Stage 

4 Cancer.  He added that there is a website for Team Kate, with a link for anyone who would 

like to make a donation to help with medical costs. 
 

 Mayor Latham provided an update on the Dial-A-Ride service and its need of donations to 

continue to provide the service.  He thanked everyone who had helped with the fundraiser and 

advised that $3,300 dollars had been raised with an additional $1,200 in pledges.  Mayor 

Latham explained that this is a group of citizens working to find a long-term solution to 

continue to provide the service. 
 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR TO VISITORS 

 

 Tony Hall, 1224 Seabreeze Avenue, Jacksonville Beach 

Mr. Hall addressed the Council regarding the possibility of a skate park, improvement with the 

homeless problem, and the negative impact the one-day festivals have on downtown businesses 

due to the closure of First Street at Latham Plaza. 

 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

 

(a) Recognition of Finance Officer Harry Royal for the City of Jacksonville Beach being 

Awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the 

Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada for its 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

 

Mayor Latham presented the award to Finance Officer Harry Royal and acknowledged the 

following members of his staff, Ashlie Gossett and Trish Roberts. 

 

CITY CLERK  
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CITY MANAGER 

 

(a) Award Bid Number 1314-09 for Tree Trimming and Vegetation Management 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve Bid 

Number 1314-09 for Tree Trimming and Vegetation Management work to Lewis 

Tree Service, Inc. for one-year with the City Manager having the authority to renew 

the contract for three additional one-year periods. 

 

Mr. Forbes explained that this service is very important to keep trees trimmed that grow very 

close to the electric lines.  

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Wilson, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously. 

  

(b) Authorize Replacement Purchase of One Regenerative Air Street Sweeper (Schwarze 

A7 Tornado) from the Florida Sheriffs Association Contract 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to approve the 

purchase from Southern Sewer Equipment Sales of one replacement Regenerative 

Air Street Sweeper, a 2015 Schwarze A7 Tornado, as explained in a 

memorandum from the Public Works Director, dated August 23, 2014. 

 

Mr. Forbes stated that the sweeper works like a vacuum and that it should be traded out every 

five years. 

  

 Roll call vote: Ayes - Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Wilson, Doherty, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

(c) Award RFP Number 11-1314, “Debris Monitoring Services” to the Highest Ranked 

Respondent, ARX Disaster Management, Inc. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to award Request for 

Proposal Number 11-1314, “Debris Monitoring Services,” to the highest ranked 

respondent, ARX Disaster Recovery, Inc., as explained in the memorandum from 

the Public Works Director, dated August 18, 2014. 

 

It was noted that this service would only be used in the event of a major storm.  The service is 

fully compliant with FEMA [Federal Emergency Management Administration] requirements 

for cost reimbursement to the City. 

  

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Hoffman, Taylor, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously. 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

 

(a) RESOLUTION NO.  1938-2014 

 

 Mayor Latham requested that the City Clerk read Resolution No. 1938-2014, by title only; 

whereupon Ms. Bullock read the following: 

 

“A RESOLUTION CREATING THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE 

BEACH REBATE PROGRAM FOR INSTALLATION OF 

AUTHORIZED, PROPERLY SIZED, GREASE INTERCEPTORS 

OUTSIDE OF EXISTING FOOD SERVICE FACILITIES.” 

  

 Motion: It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Resolution 

No. 1938-2014, creating the City of Jacksonville Beach Rebate Program for 

installation of properly sized, grease interceptors outside of existing food service 

establishments. 

 

 Mr. Forbes and Public Works Director Ty Edwards explained that this rebate program would 

be in the best interest of the City due to infiltration of grease, oil, and fats, which cause 

extensive damage to the City’s sewer system.  The program is for existing businesses that 

need to come into compliance with the City’s requirements. 

 

 During a brief discussion, it was noted that there are approximately 30 businesses that need to 

install a new properly sized grease interceptor outside of the food facility. 

 

  Roll call vote:  Ayes - Taylor, Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

(b) RESOLUTION NO.  1939-2014 

 

 Mayor Latham requested that the City Clerk read Resolution No. 1939-2014, by title only; 

whereupon Ms. Bullock read the following: 

 

“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, DESIGNATING CERTAIN 

LANDS IN A RS-1: RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY ZONING 

DISTRICT FOR FUTURE RECREATION USE.” 

  

 Motion: It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Resolution 

No. 1939-2014, designating property for future recreational use. 

 

 Mr. Forbes reviewed the history of the property exchange between the School Board and the 

City of Jacksonville Beach.  In 1961, the City had agreed to deed approximately 1.5 acres of 

land located at Jacksonville Beach Elementary School in exchange for a 10,000 square foot 

parcel at the southwest corner of 10
th

 Street North, for installation of an electric substation.  
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Both parties were under the impression that the deal had been finalized and the deeds 

properly recorded. 

 

 When the City began to look at the former substation land for possible recreational use, it was 

found that the deeds were never recorded.  Through discussions with the School Board, a 

tentative agreement has been reached to finalize the earlier deal and to include an additional 

10-foot strip of land along the east and south sides of the original parcel used for a substation. 

 

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Wilson, Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

(a) ORDINANCE NO.  2014-8060 – First Reading (Public Hearing) 

 

 Mayor Latham requested that the City Clerk read Ordinance No. 2014-8060, by title only; 

whereupon Ms. Bullock read the following: 

 

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENACTING 

AND ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATION AND OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

FOR THE INCORPORATED AREA OF THE CITY OF 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, AS AUTHORIZED BY 

CHAPTER 163.3202, FLORIDA STATUTES, BY AMENDING 

PARAGRAPH (B) PERMITTED USES AND PARAGRAPH (D) 

CONDITIONAL USES OF SECTION 34-336 RESIDENTIAL, 

SINGLE-FAMILY: RS-1, SECTION 34-337 RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-

FAMILY: RS-2, SECTION 34-338 RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-

FAMILY: RS-3, SECTION 34-339 RESIDENTIAL, MULTIPLE-

FAMILY: RM-1, SECTION 34-340 RESIDENTIAL, MULTIPLE-

FAMILY: RM-2 OF DIVISION 2, ZONING DISTRICTS, 

PERMITTED USES, ACCESSORY USES, CONDITIONAL USES, 

DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS, OFF-STREET PARKING AND 

LOADING STANDARDS, SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS, 

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS, SIGN STANDARDS, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS OF ARTICLE VII. ZONING 

DISTRICTS TO DELETE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARKS, 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FROM 

THE LIST OF PERMITTED USES AND TO ADD PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES TO THE LIST OF CONDITIONAL USES IN 

RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-FAMILY: RS-1, RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-

FAMILY: RS-2, AND RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-FAMILY: RS-3 

ZONING DISTRICTS AND TO DELETE PUBLIC PARKS, 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FROM 

THE LIST OF PERMITTED USES AND TO ADD PUBLIC PARKS, 
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PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES TO THE 

LIST OF CONDITIONAL USES IN RESIDENTIAL, MULTIPLE-

FAMILY: RM-1 AND RESIDENTIAL, MULTIPLE- FAMILY: RM-2 

ZONING DISTRICTS; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES.” 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Latham opened a Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2014-8060, there being no one 

who wished to address the Council, Mayor Latham closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. Forbes advised that this ordinance would require parks in residential zones to make 

application to the Planning Commission for approval as a conditional use. 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Hartkemeyer, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 2014-8060, amending the Land Development Code by changing public and 

private parks, playgrounds, and recreational facilities from permitted uses to 

conditional uses in the City’s five residential zoning districts, on its first reading. 

 

City Attorney Susan Erdelyi explained that the U.S. Congress had passed the “Religious Land 

Use and Institutionalized Persons Act” in 2000.  The “Act” requires religious organizations, 

and parks and recreational facilities to be treated on equal terms.  It is recommended that the 

Land Development regulations be amended to equalize the treatment of religious 

organizations, and public and private parks, playgrounds, and recreational facilities groups to 

ensure compliance with the “Act”. 

  

 Roll call vote:  Ayes - Doherty, Hartkemeyer, Hoffman, Taylor, Wilson, and Mayor Latham; 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business coming before the Council, Mayor Latham adjourned the meeting at 

7:47 p.m. 

 

Submitted by: Judy L. Bullock  

 CITY CLERK 

    

    Approval: 

 

 

    /s/William C. Latham  

    William C. Latham, MAYOR 

      

     Date:  September 15, 2014  


