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Minutes of Regular Community Redevelopment Agency 
Meeting Held Monday, March 17, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. 
in the Council Chambers, 11 North 3rd Street, 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 
  
  
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:15 P.M. by Chairperson Ray Fisher.   
 
Roll Call 
 
Ray Fisher 
Grady Kearsey   
Bill Hillegass   (absent) 
Terry Simmons         
Lynn Varnadoe        
 
Also present were Steve Lindorff, Planning & Development Director and Recording Secretary Linda 
Wilkins.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
It was moved by Mr. Simmons, seconded by Mr. Kearsey, and passed, to approve the minutes of the 
February 25, 2008, meeting as presented.   
 
Old Business 
 
None. 
 
New Business 
 
4(a) Report on the Downtown Community Policing Initiative (“Downtown CAPE”) and 

Authorization to Continue the Program for Fiscal Year 2008-2009. 
 
Police Chief Bruce Thomason gave a report on the “Downtown Cape” project.  (See Downtown CAPE 
2007 Summary of Activities attached.)  
 
Motion: It was moved by Mr. Simmons, seconded by Mr. Kearsey, to accept the report as 

presented. 
 
Vote:     Voice vote resulted in ayes by board members; motion passed unanimously. 
 
4(b) Review and Recommendation on a Redevelopment District: RD Rezoning Request by 

Shivam LLC for a 78-Room Hotel, Restaurant/Bar and Retail Project at the Southeast 
Corner of Beach Boulevard and South 3rd Street (SR A1A). 
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Mr. Lindorff introduced the applicant, Bhagirath Bhikha, and the architect, William P. J. Ebert of Ebert 
Norman Brady Architects.  Mr. Ebert gave a brief presentation showing the architectural rendering of 
the finished hotel, along with the site plans. 
 
Mr. Simmons asked about the number of rooms and parking spaces.  Mr. Bhikha advised it would be a 
three story structure with 80 rooms and 107 parking spaces.  The parking spaces will be located 
underground. 
 
Mr. Simmons and Mr. Kearsey commented on the flat roof of the proposed building and asked if the 
flat roofs were the result of the 35 foot height amendment. 
 
Mr. Lindorff advised that because of the economics of the land, people have to maximize the revenue 
generating square footage of their project.  The City has an on-site parking requirement that has 
dictated that most of the ground floor of any project is to be devoted to parking to support the uses.  
We’re finding that you basically are getting two revenue generating level floors.  In the commercial 
area, you don’t do 8 feet ceilings, you’ve got to go to 10 or 12 feet.  If he wanted to put a sloped roof 
on the building we would measure the height at the median between the eave and the peak.  So the roof 
doesn’t have to be flat, but he would lose square footage if he went with a sloped roof.     
 
Motion: It was moved by Mr. Simmons, seconded by Mr. Kearsey, to approve the project. 
 
Vote:  Voice vote resulted in all ayes by board members.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
4(c) Approval of Appropriation From the South Beach Tax Increment Trust Funds in the 

Amounts Listed for the Following Utility Projects in the South Beach Community 
Redevelopment Area. 

  
(1) $81,400 ($74,000.00 plus 10% contingency) for the restoration of three (3) existing sewer 

main manholes on South Beach Parkway. 
 
(2) $4,400 ($4,000.00 plus 10% contingency) for cutting down the top of existing manhole in 

the new access roadway area between Lower 36th Avenue and Jacksonville Drive that will 
be constructed as part of the A1A traffic signalization and re-surfacing project. 

 
(3) $72,000 ($60,000.00 plus 20% contingency) for the relocation of existing 12” water main 

piping in the Jacksonville Drive roadway, west of A1A. 
 
(4) $8,800 ($8,000.00 plus 10% contingency) to relocate the existing irrigation controller, 

electric meter service and underground irrigation piping at the new 36th Avenue South 
access road to Jacksonville Drive. 

 
Mr. Lindorff advised that three of these projects are connected to the FDOT’s project to relocate an 
existing traffic signal from 36th Avenue South to a location within the South Beach district at 
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Jacksonville Drive.  The other project involved rebuilding three sanitary sewer manholes on South 
Beach Parkway. 
 
Motion: It was moved by Mr. Simmons, seconded by Ms. Varnadoe, to approve the funding 

request. 
 
Vote:  Voice vote resulted in all ayes by board members.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Courtesy of the Floor 
 
No one wished to speak under Courtesy of the Floor. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business coming before the Board, Mr. Fisher adjourned the meeting at 6:00 
P.M. 
 
 
Submitted by: Linda M. Wilkins, Recording Secretary 
 
 
        Approval: 
 

/s/Ray Fisher                    
        Ray Fisher, Chairman 
 

 
Date:  April 21, 2008  
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