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For Immediate Release.

In 1968, the citizens of Florida overwhelmingly voted to amend our constitution to give specific powers to cities.  They believed then, as most do now, that ”government closest to the people governs best.”  This is considered “Home Rule.”

When the Tallahassee politicians take away these powers, they are ignoring our constitution, ignoring the voters and undermining traditional American principles.  
The Florida Legislature has attacked Home Rule over and over again.  

This year, the Tallahassee attack is on “Short Term Rentals (STR).”  STRs have existed in our beach community for decades and have been regulated locally.  The majority of STRs were east of A1A, and most citizens did not feel impacted by them until the last two years when corporations began to buy houses in our single family home neighborhoods west of A1A to convert them for commercial use.  

When cities like Jax Beach responded to write ordinances to regulate STR companies through licensing, fire code, occupancy numbers by number of bedroom, parking, etc., they learned that the state had preempted their ability to do so.   It appears that many Legislators seem more concerned about protecting STRs and their affiliated online sales services than they do their own constituents! The Lobbyists for STRs claim that it’s important to standardize the rules throughout the state, rather than let local governments create a ‘patchwork of varying rules’ for their customers.  That ‘patchwork’ is necessary for local governments to provide regulations specific to their respective cities/counties.  What works for Miami Beach will likely not work for Jax Beach.  During January Commercial inspections, ten ‘short term rentals’ were inspected by Jax Beach.  Seven of the ten STR’s failed the inspection with numerous infractions including missing smoke detectors, non-grounded electrical plugs and missing handrails on staircases.  How could these safety related issues be discovered if the state prohibits local inspections?

Rather than back local governments, many Legislators are considering two Bills to protect the online rental agencies while turning their back on the citizens who live in coastal communities all around the state.  Those Bills are:  HB 1011 (sponsored by Jacksonville’s own Rep. Jason Fischer) and SB 1128.  

Thankfully, Governor DeSantis, Senator Bean and Representative Cord Byrd are standing up for local government and fighting to preserve Home Rule.  There is one committee hearing remaining on Monday March 2nd before this Bill goes to the Senate Floor  for final Legislative approval.  We need your help to protect Home Rule and our quality of life.  Please call or email members of the Senate Rules committee and tell them this is a local zoning issue. Commercial activity in neighborhoods is regulated for a good reason: to protect residents and ensure the right infrastructure is there.  Remind the Legislators that they were elected to protect their constituents.  Tell the Legislators to respect the voters, preserve the balance of power between cities and the state.  Tell the Legislators to stay in their own lane, and let us govern our own cities.  Contact information for members of the Senate Rules committee can be found at https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/RC?pref=full.   You can also thank Governor DeSantis (https://www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/), Senator Bean (bean.aaron@flsenate.gov) and Representative Byrd (cord.byrd@myfloridahouse.gov).

Signed,
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